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Escape to the Country! 
LIVE MUSIC Nightly, Locally-sourced Menu, Indoor/Outdoor Dining
Plenty of parking - No traffic - Early Bird Specials - Gluten FREE Options

Proud sponsor of the Ogunquit Playhouse! 
See our ad in the playbill for 15% food!See our ad in the playbill for 15% off food!

134 Harbor Road • Wells Harbor
207-646-8780 • www.fishermanscatchwells.com

Simple 
Fresh 

Seafood
  Prepared with Care.
  Served with a View!

Open Daily May thru Oct.

MaineStage Shakespeare
MaineStage Shakespeare performances continue through Saturday, August 12. 

Shows this season are A Midsummer Night’s Dream and The Winter’s Tale. Shows 
take place at Lafayette Park in Kennebunk, the Colony Hotel in Kennebunkport and 
Thornton Academy in Saco. Admission to all performances is free.

Performance Schedule
 – A Midsummer Night’s Dream, Colony Hotel, 140 Ocean Ave., K'port

 – A Midsummer Night’s Dream, Lafayette Park, Storer Street, Kennebunk
Friday,  – The Winter’s Tale, Thornton Academy, 438 Main Street, Saco

 – ShakeSTARS Matinee, Lafayette Park, Storer Street, Kennebunk
 – The Winter’s Tale, Lafayette Park, Storer Street, Kennebunk
 – A Midsummer Night’s Dream, Lafayette Park, Storer Street, Kennebunk

by Steve Hrehovcik
As the audience enters 

the Ogunquit Playhouse to 
experience the musical Rag-
time, a dramatic replica of 
the face of the Statue of Lib-
erty dominates the stage. Its 
stoic expression serves as a 
powerful welcoming image 
in much the same way the 
iconic statue greeted new 
arrivals to America in the 
early 1900s. 

An energetic cast, stun-
ning sets and moving per-
formances create a kalei-
doscope of impressions 
of this controversial and 
exhilarating time in Amer-
ica’s history. The seamless 
and stylish production, 
with operatic elegance, 
tells an emotional story of 
three families from diverse 
classes of New York society. 
Their destinies intertwine 
in a poignant portrayal of 
the beauty and turmoil of 
cultures clashing.

One family enjoys the 
comforts provided by the 
wealth they have amassed. 
Another is a black fam-
ily that suffers the pain 
of prejudices and rejec-

Stunning, Poignant Ragtime Now on Stage at Ogunquit Playhouse
tion, even as it struggles 
to claim its share of the 
ideals promised them. The 
third is a family of Jewish 
immigrants determined to 
build a better life than the 
one they left behind. 

Historic figures who 
helped write the history 
of this dramatic time add 
to the impact of the story. 
Among them: industrial-
ists Henry Ford and J.P. 
Morgan, African-Ameri-
can hero Booker T. Wash-
ington, anarchist activist 
Emma Goldman, escape 
artist Houdini and explorer 
Admiral Perry. 

Even the lurid account 
of the sex scandal and 
murder case of architect 
Stanford White and actress 
Evelyn Nesbit, in a court 
case dubbed “The Trial of 
the Century” – while only 
1906 – electrify the stage.

Ragt ime  opened on 
Broadway in 1998. The 
musical is based on the 
popular novel by E.L. Doc-
torow. With book by Ter-
rance McNally, music by 
Stephen Flaherty and lyr-
ics by Lynn Ahrens, the 

show won numerous Tony 
nominations and awards. 
A movie version came out 
in 1981, featuring James 
Cagney and Pat O’Brien in 
their final film appearances.

Powerful and emotion-
packed voices by each cast 
member give depth and 
humanity to the roles they 
play. As the well-to-do 
mother, eager to break out 
of her pampered status of 
wealth and security, Kirst-
en Scott give a virtuoso 
performance. Challenged 
by the stereotype of her 
overprotected station in 
life, she finds the cour-
age to defy her husband, 
played with conviction by 
Jamie LaVerdiere.   

Appearing as Coal-
house Walker, Jr., a suc-
cessful Harlem piano play-
er caught in the heartbreak-
ing tragedy of bigotry and 
social custom, Darnell 
Abraham brings compas-
sion and sympathy to the 
role that dramatizes his 
battle against overwhelm-
ing forces.

Sarah, the unwed moth-
er of a child fathered by 
Walker, is played by Lind-
say Roberts. Sarah experi-
ences suffering, but also 
compassion, as she strug-
gles with injustice.

Josh Young plays Tateh, 
the driven Jewish émigré 

from Russia, whose love 
of family and belief in 
himself enables him rise to 
unheard of heights in his 
new land of opportunity.

Supporting actors Ju-
lian Decker, as the brother 
who battles racial injustice, 
Rod Singleton as a power-
ful Booker T. Washington, 
Freddie Kimmel as the 
high-flying Houdini, Klea 
Blackhurst as the boister-
ous Emma Goldman and 
Carly Hueston Amburn 
as the glamorous Evelyn 
Nesbit, each make color-
ful contributions to the 
production. The ensemble 

cast, too numerous to men-
tion here, deserve praise 
for their outstanding per-
formances.

While the theme of the 
show is serious, and in 
many ways disturbing, it 
has moments of humor as 
well as comical elements. 

Audiences of Ogun-
quit Playhouse produc-
tions have come to expect 
the highest theatrical stan-
dards. Ragtime rises to this 
level and beyond. Director 
Seth Sklar-Heyn creates a 
magical world that is both 
disturbing in its honest 
portrayal of the dark side of 

www.spiritofmassachusettsrestaurant.com

Open 11am to 10pm Everyday (May–October)

The Spirit of Massachusetts is a 125-foot schooner built right here in New England at the Charlestown NavalShipyard.  Her launch in 1984 was celebrated in Boston Harbor with a tallship 
festival that welcomed over 80 tall ships from all over the world. After her launch she served as a goodwill ambassador for the Commonwealth of Massachusetts while sailing the globe 
as an educational vessel.  In 2014 The Spirit of Massachusetts was restored and brought to her new home in Kennebunk, ME.

Welcome Aboard
the Kennebunks’ Only Floating Restaurant!

human nature, and uplift-
ing in the belief that a more 
virtuous world is possible. 

Set designer Tim Macka-
bee, costumer Molly Walz, 
music director Jeffry Cam-
pos and all the technical 
support team did an out-
standing job to make Rag-
time a memorable produc-
tion not to be missed. 

Ragtime continues until 
Saturday, August 26. The 
Ogunquit Playhouse is 
located at 10 Main Street 
(Route 1), Ogunquit. For 
tickets, call the box office at 
207-646 5511 or visit ogun-
quitplayhouse.org. 

The musical Ragtime, based on the book by E. L. Doctorow, tells the story of three families 
from diverse classes in New York City in the early 1900s.


